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We are looking for a transformative evolution of the City
where existing strengths in the healthcare and
education sectors are cultivated and expanded. We
want to see not just world class medical, surgical and
educational facilities, we want to see further world class
research schools, laboratories and centres of excellence
in technology such as robotics, biotechnology,
nanotechnology and AI.

Information in relation to graduate data:
yy For the purpose of this analysis, knowledge-based
workers have been classified as people that have
undergraduate and/or postgraduate qualifications
in Business, Science, Nursing, Engineering,
IT & ICT, Medicine, Law, Health, or Architecture
and Industrial Design.
yy IT/ICT stands for Information Technology/Information
and Communications Technology.
yy Data sources include Griffith University (Gold Coast
Campus only), Southern Cross University (Gold Coast
Campus only), Bond University and TAFE QLD - Gold
Coast Region.
yy Graduate data for the knowledge-based categories was
gathered from 2014 to 2017.
yy In the case that a student graduated with a combined
degree the primary degree/faculty was counted.
yy The data for TAFE QLD - Gold Coast Region does not
include superseded qualifications.

The most engaged workers of the mid-21st Century will
be knowledge workers who can and will choose where
they work. That is the market, that is the niche, that is a
future for the Gold Coast that builds on the past and
that capitalises on the way in which the broader
economy is shifting.
Bernard Salt. (Future Gold Coast –
KPMG Beyond the Horizon report 2015)

The Gold Coast has long been
known as a desirable location, with
its stunning natural environment
and enviable lifestyle. Located
on the edge of the AsiaPacific rim, with access to two
international airports, the Gold
Coast is perfectly positioned
as a destination for study,
vocational training, research,
careers and employment.
What does the Gold Coast’s
emerging workforce look like?
Thousands of job-ready,
knowledge-based graduates
Education and training contributes
more than $1.7 billion to the local
economy and with almost 30,000
international students from more than
130 different countries studying in
the City, the Gold Coast is growing in
popularity as a study destination both
nationally and internationally.
The Gold Coast has three researchintensive universities, which are among
the leaders in their field, and a range of
technical and training providers.
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69% of all knowledge-based students graduated
with an undergraduate qualification and 31%
achieved a postgraduate qualification.

We’re serious about Science
Science is one of the most popular fields of study on the Gold Coast for our future workforce with steady
graduate numbers in a range of speciality fields.
% of Gold Coast Science graduates in 2017
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The Gold Coast, like other
developing economies, is
transforming into a knowledge
economy. The Gold Coast tertiary
education sector and all levels
of government are committed to
keeping pace by continuing to
offer diverse and ever-changing
course options to meet demand
and attract high quality students.
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Undergraduate qualifications in Psychology and
Social Sciences grew by 17% from 2014 to 2017,
while the postgraduate course numbers grew by
12% over the same period.

Science

Large growth is evident in some of the more
specialist courses such as Medical Laboratory
Science where graduate numbers have doubled
since 2014.

Health sector innovation driven by large population growth

IT/ICT

Engineering

Growth in graduate numbers
has been driven by a significant
increase in the Bachelor of Digital
Media course (12% increase from
2014 to 2017), and Master of IT.

Undergraduate qualifications
increased by 12% from
2014 to 2017. This was
driven by strong growth in
Civil Engineering as well as
Mechanical Engineering courses.

For the better part of two decades the Gold Coast has added close to 15,000 new residents per year. With
the population set to double to 1.2 million people by 2050 there is opportunity for businesses and students
alike to further drive sector innovation.

Architecture &
Industrial Design
Graduates numbers in this field
have almost doubled from 2014
to 2017. Masters graduates in
the fields of Architecture and
Built Environment have
grown by 55% since 2014.

% of Gold Coast Health graduates in 2017
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Growth has been
driven by an increase in
postgraduate qualifications
(up 38% since 2014).

Physiotherapy
Sport & Exercise
Science

Nursing

Law

There has been
an 8% increase in
undergraduates since 2014.

Graduate numbers have
increased by 11%
from 2014 to 2017.

Speech
Pathology
Occupational
Therapy
Nutrition &
Dietetics

Podiatry

There are more than 50 different health
qualifications on offer.
Speech Pathology graduates have grown by 45%
from 2014 to 2017.

Speech
Pathology
Health, Allied Health
& Human Services

Dentistry is a popular field of study with
36% growth in student numbers since 2014.
Specialisations include Prosthetics, Implants
and Periodontology.

Undergraduate Occupational Therapy qualifications grew by 38% from 2014 to 2017.
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Gold Coast has proven its ability to
deliver a world class educational
experience. This strength, combined
with the City’s natural environment and
enviable lifestyle, is a major drawcard
for knowledge workers and presents a
significant opportunity for the City.

Materialise were attracted to the Gold Coast Health &
Knowledge Precinct due to the long term vision of the
precinct, the strong support from the city, the research
strengths of Griffith University and the relevant skills and
expertise being developed on the Gold Coast in the fast
moving 3D printing software arena. As a Queensland
graduate, its great to be able to locate our Australian HQ
here and employ our growing workforce from the local
skills base.
Maddie McIntyre. Business Manager, Materialise Australia
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